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Sunshine Coast achieves excellence in public works 
 
Sunshine Coast Council have taken out three accolades at this year’s Institute of Public Works 
Engineering Australasia, Queensland (IPWEAQ) Excellence Awards. 
 
The awards, which have been running since 2002, recognise councils and individuals who have 
demonstrated best practice and innovation in public works projects across Queensland. 
 
Sunshine Coast Council collected awards for both innovation in public works and design and 
construction of a public works project under $2 million, for the Nambour Youth Activity Precinct and 
RSL War Memorial and stage one of the Jack Morgan Park Upgrade respectively.  
 
Sunshine Coast Council were also recognised as this year’s overall winner with the Nambour Youth 
Activity Precinct and RSL War Memorial taking home the top prize of the evening.  
 
Characterized by relics from Nambour’s European heritage the Nambour Youth Activity Precinct and 
RSL War Memorial creates a unique and inclusive community space with adjacent memorial and youth 
activities area and skate park, a first of its kind for the Sunshine Coast.  
 
Designed to revitalise an under-utilised precinct of Coolum the $1.3 million Jack Morgan Park Upgrade 
resulted in a new civic centre, library, child care centre, community centre additional parking facilities, 
landscaping improvements and an increase in green space.  
 
A total of 15 awards were presented at the gala dinner and awards ceremony held at the Brisbane 
Convention and Exhibition Centre where 400 of the state’s leading authorities on engineering gathered 
for the three day conference. 
 
IPWEAQ Chief Executive Officer Leigh Cunningham said the 2016 awards had attracted a record number 
of nominations, with 43 projects and 11 individuals submitted from councils both large and small across 
Queensland.  
 
“Introduced in 2002 the awards aim to recognise excellence, innovation, forward thinking and 
sustainability in the delivery of projects that benefit Queensland communities,” Ms Cunningham said.  
 



 

“Winners in each category are selected by a judging panel of experienced public works professionals 
based on the project submission.  
 
“The criteria addresses innovation but also stakeholder engagement and the contribution to the 
community and local economy. 
 
“There are considerable benefits for winners including industry acknowledgement and recognition 
from their local mayor, councillors and community. 
 
“The respect and exposure the awards bring enables Queenslanders to see the value of the projects 
delivered for their community that they might not otherwise appreciate in terms of innovation and 
excellence. 
 
“It also creates awareness for the engineers delivering these projects as they are specialists in their field 
dedicated to public service and making a difference to our communities across the state.” 
 
The winners of each award will be featured in IPWEAQ’s e-journal, Engineering for Public Works and 
have the honour of applying the highly regarded winners’ seal to promote their projects and council. 
 
“The awards ceremony is always a highlight and this year will be our biggest yet with over three hundred 
delegates and guests including visitors from interstate and New Zealand. There is an enormous amount 
of respect given to the award nominees as well as the winners,” Ms Cunningham said.  
 
“This year we have a number of mayors, deputy mayors and councillors in attendance to celebrate the 
success of their engineering teams.  
 
“It’s an important role of ours at IPWEAQ to forge a closer relationship and communication between 
our elected representatives and those responsible for delivering projects for governments for our 
communities.”   
 
 

–ENDS– 
 
About IPWEAQ 
 
IPWEAQ is the peak body representing those working in the public works sector in Queensland. 
Anyone actively engaged in the delivery of public works and services in Queensland is eligible to join. 
 
Our purpose is to enhance the quality of life for all Queensland communities by advancing the skills, 
knowledge, resources available to those involved in the planning and provision of public works and 
services. 
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