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The Leopard AS 1 Main Battle Tank entered service 
with the Royal Australian Armoured Corps in 1977. 
After the 103 vehicles were replaced in 2007, the 
Commonwealth Government gifted 28 to local RSL 
Sub Branches across Australia. The Cooktown RSL 
Sub Branch was one of the successful applicants.

Cook Shire Mayor Peter Scott made the following comments 
during the official unveiling of the tank in 2013:

Somebody mentioned to me the other day they were 
concerned that our local kids would be all over it 
and damage it – well good luck. When this tank 
was built it was the apex of technical know-how 
and resilience. It served a purpose, but now it is 
obsolete and has been replaced in active duty.

But what this tank represents and what it means 
to us, is not obsolete. Pride, selflessness, courage, 
and sacrifice are represented here by this impressive 
vehicle and those values are eternal. In our lifetime 
we will have a constant reminder here in ANZAC 
Park of what our Defence Forces did for us and 
how our kids are lucky enough to freely enjoy 
playing here”.

Situated in ANZAC Park, Cooktown, with an interpretive 
sign explaining its origins, the Leopard Tank is a respected 
monument to our past, current, and fallen service men and 
women.

Leopard Tank, 
ANZAC Park, 
Cooktown, Cook Shire
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The Gallipoli to Armistice Trail is a tribute from 
Maryborough residents to one of their own – the first 
Anzac, Lieutenant Duncan Chapman, the first man to 
step ashore at Gallipoli.

It uses the words and thoughts of the original Anzacs to 
guide visitors as they follow the footsteps of the Anzac’ s 
gruelling journey from Gallipoli, along the Western Front to 
Armistice Day.

Letters from men in the first boat, which landed before any 
shots were fired, allowed historian Charles Bean to pinpoint 
Duncan Chapman as the first Allied soldier to step ashore - 
and thus become the first Anzac.

At the entrance of the complex in the historic Maryborough 
Botanic Garden are three wooden boats, scale models of 
the three 9th Battalion boats that were the first to land on 
Gallipoli on April 25, 1915. 

Impressions of Duncan’s steps in the sand at the base of the 
statue (which contains sand and pebbles from Anzac Cove) 
lead towards a steel representation of the cliffs of Gallipoli 
soaring 8 metres into the air. 

Inscribed pavers take visitors along a path through the 
botanic garden to the Western Front, past sculptures and 
whispering voices to an arbour dedicated to the pitiless 
battle of Pozieres.

The community-led project started with a statue of Lieutenant 
Chapman has created a rare chronological, multi-layered 
experience of the Great War and birth of the Anzacs.

Fraser Coast Mayor, George Seymour

The Gallipoli to 
Armistice Trail, 
Maryborough, 
Fraser Coast  
Regional Council
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Bill Gannon and Alderson & Associates, and project manager 
/ consulting engineers Noel Gardner & Associates.

The project would also not have been possible without the 
major funding support from Livingstone Shire Council, the 
State and Federal Governments, Emu Park and District RSLs, 
Bendigo Community Bank, Homecorp, Emu Park Lions, 
Capricorn Sandstone Quarry and the many businesses and 
individuals who provided significant in-kind support.

The feature headland Memorial Boardwalk also has strong 
links to WWII as an operational lookout post, while the 
interpretive signage along the walkway recounts the history 
and battles of the ‘Great War’.  

More than 40 new military art elements were installed at the 
precinct in 2017, featuring silhouetted figures of Australian 
soldiers.

More than 41 World War I Battle Markers were also installed 
in the gardens surrounding the Gatehouse, representing 
the Navy Imperial Forces, Australian Imperial Forces and the 
Australian Air Corps, all of whom served in the First World War.

Our soldiers’ poignant tales will be immortalised for 
our community, visitors and future generations and 
that is what makes this place remarkable.

Since its official commissioning, the project has attracted 
thousands of visitors each year to not only attend the annual 
ANZAC Day Services, but to learn about the local history 
while enjoying the precinct’s recreational areas, parkland and 
interpretive memorial walkway around Emu Park headland.

The Centenary of ANZAC Memorial Precinct at 
Emu Park on the Capricorn Coast started with one 
man’s vision, but finished with the entire community 
contributing in a multitude of ways. 

The project, officially opened in April 2015, was borne out 
of extraordinary vision by the late Ross Coulter, with the aim 
of creating a place where current and future generations can 
reflect and remember the sacrifices of our fallen soldiers and 
pay tribute to all those who served in the defence of our nation.

Since 2011, Livingstone Shire Council, State Government 
representatives and community members from Emu Park RSL, 
Emu Park Community Bendigo Bank, Emu Park Lions and 
Capricorn Enterprise, worked closely together to realise Mr 
Coulter’s dream and ensure the Precinct became a reality.

Recognition must also go to all those who assisted with 
construction from Council engineers to landscape designers 

The Centenary of 
ANZAC Memorial 
Precinct, Emu Park, 
Livingstone  
Shire Council 
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Murweh Shire and Charleville have a rich history of 
serving our country with up to 1000 people usually 
attending both the Dawn Service and ANZAC Day 
events. Coming from a town of 3300 residents, this 
shows the esteem in which our veterans are held.  

Few monuments existed in Australia before the Great 
War, and the Memorial Site in Charleville is recognised as 
being part of the era that produced Australia’s first National 
Monuments.

The Obelisk is quite rare in Queensland with just one similar 
in Esk (Queensland memorials tended to be Statues of 
Soldiers and Southern States tended to construct Obelisks).

It is an opulent monument, 7m high, of Italian marble. It 
stands on a sandstone base with corner buttresses which 
form a cross, and in turn on terrazzo steps, the upper step 
being tiled. The square monument above is of veneered 
marble, with ionic pilasters at the corners and ionic 
entablature.

The monument bears the names of over 330 locals 
who served in conflicts from the South African War 
1899 to Afghanistan. 
Four granite ‘digger’ statues, representing a Catafalque 
party, together with eight dividing granite bollards were 
added to the memorial for ANZAC Day, April 2010. A 
lighting display was added a few years ago. 

Charleville  
War Memorial, 
Murweh Shire 
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Special commemoration for new Wandoan Avenue of 
Honour

The Wandoan Solider Settler Scheme of the 1950s was 
integral to the development of the Wandoan community, 
helping to shape its success as an agricultural centre and 
close knit community. To celebrate Wandoan’s rich history 
and the significant contribution of the 103 families who came 
to Wandoan through the Soldier Settler Scheme, the Avenue 
of Honour has been created.

The establishment of a Wandoan Soldier Settlers 
‘Avenue of Honour’ is truly a remarkable 
achievement for the local community – in 
particular Pat Devlin and Bob Williams – and I 
thank them for showing vision and inspiring us to 
partner with them and deliver this special project,” 
Cr Tillman.

The ‘Avenue of Honour’ lines the pathways within O’Sullivan 
Park and features 103 individual plaques commemorating 
each soldier settler family. The official opening of this event 
will be 24th April 2021 from 1-3pm. For more information 
visit https://www.wdrc.qld.gov.au/ 

The installation also include steel entrances at either end 
of the park to boost its prominence as well as new gardens 
and information boards telling the story of the Soldier Settler 
Scheme and its history in the town.  

Wandoan resident and son of a Soldier Settler, Pat Devlin 
said it was humbling to see his family and other soldier 
settlers recognised in this way. 

“My family and I moved to Wandoan when I was young and it 
was a whole change of life for us, and we became part of the 
community,” Mr Devlin said.  

Wandoan Soldier 
Settlers ‘Avenue of 
Honour’, Wandoan, 
Western Downs 
Regional Council 
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Winton’s Walkway of Honour was created as part 
of the rebuild of the Waltzing Matilda Centre after it 
burnt down in June 2015. It provides a long-lasting 
legacy to Queenslanders that served in the Wars and 
forms a vital part of the new Centre which attracts 
approximately 30,000 visitors annually.  

The Walkway of Honour is a unique Walking Memorial 
commemorating soldiers from the Winton region who 
enlisted and served Australia in the Wars. The Walkway forms 
a permanent tribute to our heroes, and a constant reminder 
to all who visit the Waltzing Matilda Centre of the sacrifices 
made by our forebears. The song ‘Waltzing Matilda’ was 
sung by Australian troops in Gallipoli during World War One, 
and has been sung at every conflict since. 

The Winton region is believed to have one of the 
highest enlistment rates per capita for World War 
One. From a population of 2500 around 600 
men and women enlisted from the Shire. Winton’s 
contribution shows the courage and ‘Brothers in 
Arms’ attitude of this small Outback Queensland 
community.

Winton’s Walkway  
of Honour,  
Winton Shire Council
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